
www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk  

The Great War  
1914 -1918  

October 15 - 17, 2010  Guided Tours by Chris Jupp, from the Royal West Kent Regiment  

 

3* Novotel Ypres Centrum Hotel  

Tasteful and contemporary, Novotel Ypres Centrum is located directly in the 

city centre. Close to the Market Square, museums and the Menin Gate. It 

comprises well -presented, stylish rooms which are fully equipped and include 

coffee/tea making facilities and fridge.  

 

Eurotunnel return crossing  

Luxury coach with toilet  

 

Price: £290 each (twin room) or £540 (single supplement).  

Limited places so donôt miss out. Please return the slip below, with your 

payment to Simon Lace, Maidstone Museum, St Faithôs Street, Maidstone, 

ME14 1LH. Cheques should be made payable to Maidstone Borough Council.  

 

Name:_______________________________________________________  

Address:______________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________  

 

Telephone number:_____________________________________________  

Email address:_________________________________________________  

 

I enclose £_________ in cash/cheque (please circle)  

Friday, October 15 ï Sunday, October 17, 2010  
Guided Battlefield  

Tour of the Ypres Salient  



             By the start of the First World War 

             Ypres was an important and             

           prosperous regional centre, its wealth 

          based on an ancient trade in linen (its 

          famous Cloth Hall  was built in the 13 th  

          century). Tragically, by the end of the 

        War, the city, which British Tommies  

       referred to as ñWipersò, had been all but 

           obliterated.  

         

     In 1914 Ypresôs misfortune was to occupy a  

        strategic position standing in the path of the  

         German Armyôs planned sweep across Belgium  and into 

           France . The Germans surrounded the city on three sides, 

bombarding it throughout much of the War. To counterattack, British and 

Allied forces made costly advances from the Ypres Salient  into the 

German lines on the surrounding hills.  

The First Battle of Ypres  (October to November 1914) saw the Allies 

capture the city from the Germans. The following year (April to May 1915) 

during the Second Battle of Ypres , the Germans used poison gas  for the 

first time on the Western Front .  

Of the battles, the largest and most costly, was the Third Battle of Ypres 

(July to November 1917, also known as the Battle of Passchendaele ) in 

which the Allied forces recaptured the Passchendaele Ridge  east of the 

city. After months of fighting, resulting in nearly half a million casualties 

to all sides, Ypres was largely destroyed.   The Battle of the Lys, in April 

1918, is also officially known as the  Fourth  Battle of Ypres.  

After the war the town was rebuilt with the main square, including the 

Cloth Hall and town hall, being reconstructed as close to the original 

designs as possible. The Cloth Hall today is home to óIn Flanders Fields 

Museum ô, dedicated to Ypresôs role in the First World War. Wartime 

memorials abound and  more than 150 military cemeteries were built in 

and around the city.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloth_Hall,_Ypres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypres_Salient
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Ypres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Battle_of_Ypres
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poison_gas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Passchendaele
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passchendaele_Ridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_Flanders_Fields_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_Flanders_Fields_Museum


 

 

                  Friday, October 15, 2010  

          Depart from Maidstone Museum  

         at 14:30 in a luxury 32 -seater coach 

          (with an on -board toilet)  

           Eurotunnel crossing  

         Arrive in Ypres, Belgium and Check - in 

      at the Novotel Ypres Novotel Centrum  

          Hotel. Enjoy a relaxing 3 -course evening  

     meal  

 

     Saturday, October 16, 2010  

    Enjoy a buffet Breakfast  

   A ñleisurelyò anticlockwise guided tour of the Ypres Salient, 

including:  

 

1. Messines   

Famous for the 1914 London Scottish action ï the first Territorials to 

attack the Germans in WW1. Regimentally 10 & 11/Royal West Kent took 

part in the 1917 assault with particular success.  

 

2. Hill 60  

1/Royal West Kent took the most prominent part in the assault and 

capture in April 1915. It is now the theme of a very recent Australian film 

depicting the mining operations and recapture of the Hill in 1917.  

 

3. Hooge Chateau/Crater   

The site of the famous crater (now a lake) and a pleasant cafe/museum 

gives a great panoramic view of the southern part of the Salient. It is also 

close to the famous Sanctuary Wood, and Hill 62, where trenches have 

been preserved.  

 

4. Gheluvelt  

The scene of one of the earlist actions in the Salient in 1914, and some of 

the bloodiest fighting of the 3 rd  Battle of Ypres in 1917. On October 26, 

1917 1/Royal West Kent went into action in appalling weather with 16 

officers and 581 men ï it lost 12 officers and 348 men for not one inch of 

ground gained (225 ñmissingò). 

 

5. Passchendaele & Tyne Cot   

The little hamlet of Passchendaele will forever be synonymous with the 3 rd  

Battle of Ypres and the setting of a recent Canadian film of the same 

name. Tyne Cot Cemetery on Passchendaele Ridge contains the remains 

of 11,906 Commonwealth servicemen ï 8366 of the graves being  

un -named. It also contains the Memorial to the missing of August 15, 

1917 -  November 11, 1918 ï some 34,887 names.  

 

6. Langemark & Pilkem  

Langemark and Pilkem mark the northern edge of the Ypres Salient. They 

are the sites of the terrible battles of August 1917 and where Harry Patch, 

the ñLast Fighting Tommyò, who died last year, saw most of his active 

service and where he lost all of his pals in his Lewis -Gun team.  

 

7. Menin Gate & Ypres  

The Menin Gate Memorial, and old entrance to Ypres, contains the names 

of almost 55,000 men who were killed in the Salient between November 

1914 and August 15, 1917. The Last Post Ceremony has been carried out 

at 8pm every night since the Gateôs inauguration in 1927, with the 

exception of the years of German occupation in WW2. It is probably the 

most moving Act of Remembrance anywhere in the world and a must  for 

any pilgrimage to Ypres.  

 

Return to the Novotel Ypres Novotel Centrum Hotel  

Enjoy a relaxing 3 -course evening meal  

Attend the Last Post Ceremony at Menin gate at 8pm.  

 

     Sunday, October 17, 2010  

Enjoy a buffet Breakfast  

Local tour: visiting Poperinge ( 1 ) and Vlamertinge ( 2 )  

Take advantage of free leisure time in the afternoon  

Depart from Ypres at 15:00  

Eurotunnel crossing  

Return to Maidstone at approx 17:30  

 

The tour is reasonably flexible if anyone wishes to visit the cemetery of a 

relative/friend. We would ask for you to inform us first so we can find out the 

location and tailor the route accordingly.   
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1. Messines   2. Hill 60 3. Hooge Chateau/Crater 4. Gheluvelt 5. Passchendaele 

& Tyne Cot 6. Langemark & Pilkem 7. Menin Gate & Ypres  

 

1. Poperinge 2. Vlamertinge  


