Battalions of The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 1914-20

Introduction.

During The Great War some 60,000 men served in The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) - of these some 41,000 saw overseas service. At least 12% were killed/died, 22% were wounded, 2.5% became prisoners of war and 2% were declared "missing" - a total casualty rate of nearly 40% - a staggering figure which underlines the human tragedy of that war.

Between 1914 and 1919 the Regiment gained 70 Battle Honours, including Afghanistan 1919, and 5 Victoria Crosses – 3 to serving members and 2 to ex-members. At least 1 Officer and 3 ORs are also known to have been recommended, but do not receive the award.

Below is a pen-picture of the service of each Battalion 1914-20, which I hope is of use to the researcher or family historian. Ranks and awards of Commanding Officers are those held on assuming command. I have also included Appendices for War Diaries, etc for further research, which is beyond the scope of these notes.

CJ/QORWK Museum/12/2009

Battle Honours.

(those in dark type are borne on the Colours)

Honour



Date

Country (today)

Battalion(s)
MONS



23 Aug 1914
Belgium


1

LE CATEAU


26 Aug 1914
Belgium


1

RETREAT FROM MONS

Aug/Sep 1914
Belgium/France

1

MARNE 1914


7-10 Sep 1914
France


1

AISNE 1914


12-15 Sep 1914
France


1

LA BASSEE


Oct/Nov 1914
France


1

MESSINES 1914, ’17

Oct/Nov 1914
Belgium


1





7-14 Jun 1917 
Belgium


10, 11

YPRES 1914, ’15, ’17, ’18 

Oct/Nov 1914
Belgium


1





Apr/May 1915 
Belgium


1






Jul-Nov 1917 
Belgium


1, 7, 8, 10, 11, 3/4





Sep/Oct 1918 
Belgium


1, 10

HILL 60


17/18 Apr 1914
Belgium


1

GRAVENSTAFEL

22/23 Apr 1915
Belgium


1

ST JULIEN


Apr/May 1915
Belgium


1

FREZENBERG


8-13 May 1915
Belgium


1

LOOS



Sep/Oct 1915
France


6, 8

SOMME 1916, ’18 

Jul/Nov 1916
France


1, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11





Mar/Apr 1918
France


6, 7, 8, 10





Aug/Sep 1918
France


6, 7, 10

ALBERT 1916, ’18 

1-13 Jul 1916
France


6, 7





21-23 Aug 1918 
France


6, 7

BAZENTIN


14-17 Jul 1916
France


7

DELVILLE WOOD

Jul/Sep 1916
France


1, 8

POZIERES


Jul/Sep 1916
France


6

GUILLEMONT


3-6 Sep 1916
France


1

FLERS-COURCELETTE

15-22 Sep 1916
France


10, 11

MORVAL


25-28 Sep 1916
France


1

THIEPVAL


26-28 Sep 1916
France


7

LE TRANSLOY


1-18 Oct 1916
France


6

ANCRE HEIGHTS

Oct/Nov 1916
France


7

ANCRE 1916, ’17 

13-18 Nov 1916
France


6, 7





5 Apr 1918 
France


6, 7

ARRAS 1917, ’18 


Apr/May 1917
France


1, 6, 7, 8





Aug/Sep 1918
France


1, 6, 7

VIMY 1917


9 Apr 1917
France


1

SCARPE 1917


Apr/May 1917
France


6

OPPY



May 1917
Belgium


1

PILCKEM


Jul/Aug 1917
Belgium


8, 10, 11

LANGEMARCK 1917

16-18 Aug 1917
Belgium


8

MENIN ROAD 1917

20-25 Sep 1917
Belgium


10, 11

POLYGON WOOD 1917

Sep/Oct 1917
Belgium


1

BROODSEINDE

4 Oct 1917
Belgium


1

PASSCHENDAELE

Oct/Nov 1917
Belgium


1, 7

CAMBRAI 1917, ’18 

Nov/Dec 1917
France


6





8-9 Oct 1918
France


6

ST QUENTIN


21-23 Mar 1918
France


7, 8

ROSIERES


26-27 Mar 1918
France


8

AVRE



4 Apr 1918
France


7, 8

VILLERS BRETONNEUX
Apr 1918
France


7

LYS



9-29 Apr 1918
France


1

HAZEBROUCK


12-15 Apr 1918
France


1

KEMMEL


Apr 1918
France


10

AMIENS


8-11 Aug 1918
France


6, 7

BAPAUME 1918


24-25 Mar 1918
France


7





Aug/Sep 1918 
France


1, 7

HINDENBURG LINE

Sep/Oct 1918
France


1, 6, 7, 8

EPEHY



18 Sep 1918
France


6, 7

CANAL DU NORD

Sep/Oct 1918
France


1

ST QUENTIN CANAL

Sep/Oct 1918
France


6

COURTRAI


14-19 Sep 1918
Belgium


10

SELLE



17-25 Sep 1918
France


7

SAMBRE


4 Nov 1918
France/Belgium

7, 8

FRANCE & FLANDERS

1914-18




1, 3/4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11

ITALY 1917-18







1, 10, 11

SUVLA



6-21 Aug 1915
Turkey


2/4

LANDING AT SUVLA

6-15 Aug 1915
Turkey


2/4

SCIMITAR HILL


21 Aug 1915
Turkey


2/4

GALLIPOLI 1915



Turkey


2/4

RUMANI


4-5 Aug 1916
Egypt


2/4

EGYPT 1915-16







2/4

GAZA



26-27 Mar 1917
Palestine (Israel)

2/4





17-19 Apr 1917 
Palestine (Israel)

2/4





27 Oct-

      



      7 Nov 1917
Palestine (Israel)

2/4

EL MUGHAR


1917

Palestine (Israel)

2/4

JERUSALEM


Dec 1917
Palestine (Israel/Jordan)
2/4

JERICHO


1917

Palestine (Jordan)

2/4

TEL ASUR


1917

Palestine (Israel)

2/4

PALESTINE 1917-18






2/4

DEFENCE

           OF KUT AL AMARA
7 Dec 1915-
Mesopotamia (Iraq)
2





      29 Apr 1916

SHARQAT


28 Oct 1918
Mesopotamia (Iraq)
2

MESOPOTAMIA 1915-18






2

AFGHANISTAN 1919

May 1919



1/4



History


The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 1914-19, CT Atkinson, Simpkin, 1924

The Regimental Depot.

Summary

This had been established at the Barracks, Sandling Road, Maidstone since 1 Aug 1874 as the 46th Brigade Depot, formed from I & K Companies of HM 50th & HM 97th Regiments. From 1 Jul 1881 it became the Regimental Depot of The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) (50th & 97th).

4 Aug 1914 – Mobilised.

Commanding Officers

Maj PM Robinson, CMG

(OC Depot since 14 Jul 1914)

Col GW Maunsell


5 Aug 1914

Lt Col WE Rowe


10 Apr 1915

Lt Col EA Iremonger

20 May 1916

Lt Col JP Dalison


5 Apr 1917

Maj GD Lister


2 Oct 1918

Casualties

14 ORs died 1914-19 whilst serving at the Depot.

1st (Regular) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 1 Jul 1881 from the old 50th (Queen’s Own) Regiment

4 Aug 1914 – Richmond Barracks, Dublin (13th Brigade, 5th Division)

15 Aug 1914 - landed at Le Havre; 11Dec 1917 - moved with Division to Italy; 1 Apr 1918 returned to France.

11 Nov 1918 – Pont sur Sambre, SW of Maubeuge – only 15 miles from Mons where it had fired its first shots on 23 Aug 1914.

23 Apr 1919 - returned to UK; reformed at Gravesend, Kent.

Commanding Officers

Lt Col A Martyn


(CO since 21 Mar 1912)

Maj MP Buckle, DSO

13 Oct 1914 

(KiA. 28 Oct 1914)

Capt HD Buchanan-Dunlop
3 Nov 1914

Maj PM Robinson, CMG

19 Nov 1914

Maj HD Buchanan-Dunlop, DSO
13 Sep 1915

Maj R Lynch White, DSO

12 Sep 1916

Maj HD Buchanan-Dunlop, DSO
15 Nov 1916

Maj R Lynch White, DSO

26 May 1917

Maj B Johnstone


25 Aug 1917

Maj J Kay


Oct 1918

Notable Events & Awards

23 Aug 1914 – Mons (Tetre) A Company + Divisional Cyclists (300 men) annihilates the 12th Brandenburg Grenadier Regiment (Prinz Karl von Preussen) (3000 men)

24-30 Oct 1914 – Epic stand at Neuve Chapelle – the only unit not to fall back. 1/RWK comes out of action commanded by a Lieutenant & a 2nd Lieutenant, and 300 men – battalion casualties estimated at 450; both Officers receive an immediate DSO.

17/18 Apr 1915 – Hill 60 – Storming Battalion in the initial assault and capture

22/23 Jul 1916 – High Wood, Somme – Battalion loses 14 Officers (10 killed) and 407 ORs (out of 650 in the attack); L/7725 Cpl George Hatch rescues more than 50 men over 7 hrs, until he himself is badly wounded. He is recommended for the VC by Bn, Bde, Div & Corps, but only receives the DCM & French Medaille Militaire

10 Feb 1917 – the “Givenchy Raid” – so successful the Germans thought it to be the start of the British Spring Offensive. Thereafter used as the Army “text-book” example of how to carry out a raid; awards - 3 MCs, 3 DCMs, 9 MMs.

9 Apr 1917 – storming of Vimy Ridge – 13 Bde loaned to 2 Canadian Division for the assault – objectives acheived; awards - 2 MCs, 1 DCM, 1 bar to the MM, 16 MMs.

(see Battle Honours, above for other main actions of this battalion, and those that now follow)

9 Aug 1918 – Hackett Woods, nr. Amiens, France – Frederick George Coppins (prev. L/8853, 1/RWK, 1907-12), then serving as 1987, Cpl, 8th (Manitoba) Bn, C.E.F., wins the Victoria Cross.

Casualties

c.6000 (30 Officers & 1484 ORs killed/died)

nb. 1/RWK embarked in Aug 1914 with 28 Officers & 1015 ORs; by the end of 1914 there were 2 Officers and 200 ORs left of the “Originals”; of these, on 11 Nov 1918, there were no Officers and less than 40 ORs.

History

Invicta, With the 1st Bn RW Kent Regt in the Great War, Maj. CV Molony, Nisbet & Co, 1923

Old Contemptible, Harry Beaumont, Hutchinson & Co Ltd, 1967

2nd (Regular) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 1 Jul 1881 from the old 97th (Earl of Ulster’s) Regiment

4 Aug 1914 – Multan, India, with Companies at out-stations; Mobilised 17 Jan 1915.

6 Feb 1915 – landed at Basra, Mesopotamia (12th Indian Brigade); 2 companies were attached to the 30th Brigade in the 6th (Poona) Division in Nov 1915 and became besieged at Kut-al-Amara, where they were captured on 29 Apr 1916; remaining companies attached to 34th Brigade, 15th Indian Division; Aug 1915 to 17th Indian Division.

11 Nov 1918 – Fattah Gorge, N. of Tekrit, Mesopotamia.

26 Jul 1919 - Cadre returned to UK; landed 16 Aug 1919, Devonport; reformed at Rugeley, Staffs.

Commanding Officers

Lt Col SH Pedley


(CO since 14 Mar 1912)
(Wd. 14 Jan 1916)

Maj RJ Woulfe-Flanagan

14 Jan 1916


Notable Events & Awards

24 Jul 1915 – Nasiriyah – successfully attacked the Turkish position; lost 6 Officers & 150 men of the 500 who had gone in; awards – 1 CB, 1 DSO, 2 MCs &  8 DCMs

7 Dec 1915-29 Apr 1916 – A & D Companies besieged in Kut al Amara; of the 226 men who went into Turkish captivity only 69 returned.

28 Oct 1918 – Sharqat – successfully assaulted the Turkish position, losing 25% of their number (3 Officers & 35 ORs killed, 2 Officers & 72 ORs wounded); awards - 2 DSOs, 3 DCMs, 11 MMs.

Casualties

c.600 (5 Officers & 443 ORs killed/died)

History

The Silver Badge, Arthur G Kingsmill, Arthur H Stockwell Ltd, 1966 

450 Miles to Freedom, Capt MAB Johnson & Capt KD Yearsley, William Blackwood & Sons, 1922 

3rd (Special Reserve) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 1908 from the old 3rd (Militia) Bn The Queen’s Own

4 Aug 1914 – Mobilised.

As a Depot/Training unit, it moved on mobilisation to Chatham. Moved to Leysdown (Isle of Sheppey) in summer 1918 as part of the Thames & Medway Garrison.

Commanding Officers

Lt Col Sir A Griffith-Boscawen, Kt, MP
(CO since 03 Sep 1910)

Maj CD Barrow



22 Apr 1916

Lt Col EVO Hewett, CMG, DSO

3 Mar 1918

Notable Events & Awards

Between 4 Aug 1914 and 11 Nov 1918 936 Officers had done duty with the Battalion, and 717 had gone overseas (9 three times); 14,527 ORs had served with the Battalion and an additional 4,654 had been sent to units at home.

29 Aug 1918 – Fremicourt, France - T/Lt Cecil Harold Sewell, attached to 3rd (Light) Bn, Tank Corps, wins the Victoria Cross (posthumous).

Casualties

57 Officers Commissioned into 3/RWK and 31 ORs lost their lives 1914-19 – the Officers with various battalions on active service, the ORs mostly with the Battalion at home.

History

No history published.

4th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 1 Apr 1908 from the old 1st Volunteer Bn The Queen’s Own.

4 Aug 1914 – Mobilised; HQ Tonbridge; Kent Brigade, Home Counties Division.

Sep 1914 - Divided into an “Overseas” and a “Home Service” battalion (see below)

Commanding Officers

Lt Col CN Watney, TD

(CO since 4 Jan 1911)

Casualties.

25 Officers Commissioned into 4/RWK lost their lives with various battalions 1914-19.

1/4th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed at Tonbridge in Sep 1914 from men of 4/RWK who volunteered for Overseas Service in 1914.

30 Oct 1914 - went to India, remaining there throughout the war. The Home Counties Division was broken up on arrival in Bombay and the battalion transferred to the Jubbulpore Brigade in the 5th (Mhow) Division of the Indian Army; Feb 1918 to 3rd Quetta Brigade in 4th (Quetta) Division. Brigade was restyled 57th Brigade in July 1918.

11 Nov 1918 – Quetta, India

May 1919 - to Afghanistan on active service.

30 Oct 1919 - returned to the UK; 21 Nov 1919 arrived at Plymouth

24 Nov 1919 - Disembodied

Commanding Officers

Lt Col CN Watney, TD

(CO since 4 Jan 1911)

Maj CB Robb


8 Oct 1918

Notable Events & Awards

May 1919 – 3rd Afghan War

27 May 1919 – Spin Baldak – assaulted an took the Afghan Fortress; 4 ORs killed/died of wounds, 1 Officer & 3 ORs wounded; awards – 3 MMs

Casualties

22 ORs lost their lives serving with 1/4 RWK 1914-19.

History

No published history.

2/4th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed at Tonbridge in Sep 1914 from men of 4/RWK who did not volunteer for Overseas Service in 1914; moved to Ascot in Nov 1914 and attached to 2nd Kent Brigade in 2nd Home Counties Division (later re-styled 202 Bde, 67 Division). 202 Brigade formed a “Kent Composite Battalion” from HQ and a company from this Bn plus companies from 2/4th East Kent, 2/5th East Kent and 2/5th Royal West Kent. On 24 Ap 1915 this composite unit transferred to 160th Brigade in 53rd (Welsh) Division at Cambridge. On 14 Jun this unit was restyled 2/4th Bn and moved to Bedford; sailed from Southampton on 20 Jul 1915.

10 Aug 1915 - Landed at Suvla Bay; 13 Dec 1915 - evacuated from Gallipoli and moved to Egypt; 25 Aug 1918  - left the Division, and depleted by drafts, mainly to 1/7th RWF, 1/5th & 1/7th Essex, 2/13th & 2/22nd Ldn.

13 September 1918 – Officially disbanded in Egypt.

Commanding Officers

Col ATF Simpson, VD

(Appointed on formation)
(Wd. 15 Aug 1915)

Maj H Smithers


15 Aug 1915

Maj EJF Vaughan, Devon

20 Oct 1915

Col ATF Simpson, VD

22 Dec 1915

Lt Col AE Norton, W.I Regt

3 Mar 1916

Capt EW Dillion


26 Jun 1916

Lt Col N Money, DSO, Shrop Yeo
27 Jul 1916

Maj P Jude, Buffs


28 Oct 1917

Lt Col W Beswick, RWF

20 Nov 1917

Notable Events & Awards

8-10 Aug 1915 – Landings at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli

Mar – Apr 1917 – Involved in 1st & 2nd Battles of Gaza; heavy losses

Nov 1917 – 3rd Battle of Gaza
Casualties

c.500 (including 220 ORs killed/died)

History

No published history.

3/4th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 14 Jun 1915 from the remaining portion of the original 2/4th Bn that had not been transferred into the “Kent Composite Battalion” (see above). 1 Jun 1917 landed at Le Havre and temporarily attached to both 9th (Scottish) Division and 34th Division; 22 Jun 1917 transferred to 51st Brigade in 17th (Northern) Division; 12 Jul - 2 Aug 1917 acted as Pioneer Battalion to same Division; 3 Aug 1917 transferred to 52nd Brigade in same Division.

20 Feb 1918 - Disbanded in France - A Coy (125 ORs) to 8/RWK, B Coy (162 ORs) to 6/RWK, C & D Coys (c.200 ORs) to 7/RWK

Commanding Officers

Col ATF Simpson, VD

(Appointed on formation)

Lt Col JD Laurie


25 Apr 1915

Col ATF Simpson, VD

Jun 1916

Capt EA James, Lincoln

10 Aug 1917

Casualties

c.200 (including 69 ORs killed/died)

History

No published history.

4/4th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

14 Jul 1915 - Formed

Moved to Cambridge; 8 Apr 1915 at Crowborough; 16 Jun 1916 became 4th (Reserve) Bn; 1 Sep 1916 amalgamated with 3/5th RWK; moved to Tunbridge Wells by Oct 1916.

May 1919 - Disbanded 

Commanding Officers

Lt Col C Disney-Roebuck

(Appointed on Formation)

Maj R McKergow, Sussex Yeo
1 Jan 1917

Casualties

7 ORs died whilst serving with 4/4th or 4 (Res) Bn The Queen’s Own

History

No published history

4th (Territorial Force Reserve) Bn.

(See 4/4th Bn above)

5th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed on 1 Apr 1908 from the old 2nd Volunteer Bn The Queen’s Own.

4 Aug 1914 – Mobilised; HQ Bromley; Kent Brigade, Home Counties Division.

Sep 1914 - Divided into an “Overseas” and a “Home Service” battalion (see below)

Commanding Officers

Lt Col FA Frazer, TD


(CO since 9 Apr 1913)

Casualties

25 Officers Commissioned into 4/RWK lost their lives with various battalions 1914-19.

History

A history of the 5th (TF) Bn The Queen’s Own, 1914-20 is being compiled at present.

1/5th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

Formed at Bromley in Sep 1914 from men of 5/RWK who volunteered for Overseas Service in 1914.

30 Oct 1914 - moved to India, remaining there throughout the war; The Division was broken up on arrival in Bombay and the battalion transferred to the Jhansi Brigade in the 5th (Mhow) Division of the Indian Army; transferred in Mar 1916 to 4th Rawalpindi Brigade in 2nd (Rawalpindi) Division; returned to 5th (Mhow) Division in Mar 1917 and into Jubbulpore Brigade; Dec 1917, moved to Mesopotamia and joined 54th Brigade in 18th (Indian) Division.

11 Nov 1918 – nr. Sharqat, N of Tekrit, Mesopotamia.

Remained in Iraq with the occupying forces until 27 Dec 1919.

22 Jan 1920 - arrived at Plymouth – the last Battalion of the Regiment to return to the UK after The Great War, having been abroad for 5 years 84 days.

28 Jan 1920 - Disembodied
Commanding Officers

Lt Col FA Frazer, TD

(CO since 9 Apr 1913)

Maj CD Clarke


10 Jun 1918



Lt Col FA Frazer, TD

18 Sep 1918

Notable Events & Awards

28 Oct 1918 – battle of Fattah Gorge
Casualties

c.75 (including 64 ORs killed/died)

History

(see note under 5/RWK above)

2/5th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

31 Oct 1914 - Formed at Eastry from men of 5/RWK who did not volunteer for Overseas Service in 1914.

Nov 1914 - moved to Ascot in and attached to 2nd Kent Brigade in 2nd Home Counties Division (later re-styled 202 Bde, 67 Division); became Reserve Battalion; remained in Kent, moving at various stages to Canterbury and Ashford.

14 Nov 1917 - disbanded at Canterbury.

Commanding Officers

Maj E Bassett Willis

(Appointed on formation)

Maj EB Savage


7 Sep 1916

Maj CL Willoughby-Wallace
21 Nov 1916

Casualties

6 ORs from this Bn lost their lives 1914-19.

History

(see note under 5/RWK above)

3/5th (Territorial Force) Bn.

Summary

May have its origins in 69th & 71st Provisional Bns, formed from men from the Home Service details of 2/5th RWK on 26 Jun 1915.

12 Jul 1915 - formed and styled 3/5th Bn.

1 Sep 1916 – amalgamated with 4/4th RWK, which in turn became 4th (Reserve Bn) (see above).

Commanding Officers

Maj ES Jenyns


(Appointed on formation)

History

(see note under 5/RWK above)

6th (Service) Bn. (“Dawson’s Battalion”)

Summary

14 August 1914 - Formed at Maidstone as part of K1; 37th Brigade in 12th (Eastern) Division.

Moved initially to Colchester and on to Purfleet in Sep 1914 before going to billets in Hythe in Dec; moved to Aldershot in February 1915.

1 Jun 1915 - landed at Boulogne.

11 Nov 1918 – Lecelles, NW of St Armand, France.

To Army of Occupation on the Rhine; arrived in UK 21 Aug 1919

Nov 1919 - Disbanded

Commanding Officers

Maj PM Robinson, CMG

(Appointed on Formation)

Col GE Even, CB


14 Nov 1914

Lt Col EF Venables

3 Jan 1915

(Wd. 8 Oct 1915; inv. 15 Nov 1915)

Maj CS Owen, DSO, RWF

29 Nov 1915



Lt WRA Dawson, DSO

16 Nov 1916

(Wd. 03 May 1917)


Capt WJ Alderman

3 May 1917

Capt WRA Dawson, DSO*

27 Aug 1917

(Wd. 30 Nov 1917)

Maj P Wetham, Manchester

1 Dec 1917

Capt WRA Dawson, DSO*

18 Feb 1918

(Wd. 29 Mar 1918)

Lt WC Cook, MC, E Surrey

29 Mar 1918

Capt H Peploe


14 May 1918

Maj WRA Dawson, DSO*

6 Jun 1918

(Wd. 23 Oct 1918; DoW. 3 Dec 1918)

Maj LCR Smith, MC

23 Oct 1918

Notable Events & Awards

19 Jul 1915 – G/718 Sgt H Cresswell wins the first DCM of any Service Battalion in The Great War

8 & 14 Oct 1915 - In action at Loos – over 350 casualties.

Mar-Apr 1915 - Involved in the heavy fighting at the Hohenzollern Craters
3 Jul 1916 – suffers severe casualties at Ovillers on the Somme – 375 of 617 in action.

3 May 1917 – in action at Arras – 11 Officers & 250 ORs become casualties.

18 Jul 1917 – at Monchy  - 2 small parties of men of the Battalion hold an important section of trench until relieved – remarkably they all received a medal – 2 DSOs, 2 MCs, 2 DCMs & 18 MMs.

20 & 30Nov 1917 – heavily involved in the 2 battles of Cambrai
9 Aug 1918 – Morlancourt, France - G/358 Sgt Thomas James Harris, MM wins the first Victoria Cross (posthumous) to the Regiment in The Great War.

nb. T/Lt Col WRA Dawson commanded 6/RWK from 1916-18. He was only 26 when he first became CO and during the war was 8 times wounded, 6 times Mentioned in Despatches and won 4 DSOs. Severely wounded on 23 Oct 1918 he died from his last wounds on 3 Dec 1918, aged 28.

Casualties

c.4000 (30 Officers/1143 ORs killed/died)

History

Letters from Arthur George Heath, Oxford Press, 1917 

A Life Apart, Capt AEW Thomas, DSO, MC, CdeG, Victor Gollancz, 1968
7th (Service) Bn.

Summary

5 Sep 1914 - Formed at Maidstone as part of K2; 55th Brigade in 18th (Eastern) Division.

Moved to Colchester in Apr 1915 and on to Salisbury Plain in May.

27 Jul 1915 - landed at Le Havre; 

9 Feb 1918 – to 53rd Brigade, 18 Division

11 Nov 1918  – Le Cateau, France.

16 Jul 1919 - Disbanded

Commanding Officers

Col AW Prior


(Appointed on Formation)

Maj JT Twisleton-Wykeham-Fiennes
Oct 1915

Maj AE Phillips


28 Nov 1916

Maj EM Liddell, DWR

Jan 1917


(Wd. Feb 1917)

Maj AE Phillips


Feb 1917

Maj LH Hickson


Apr 1917

(Wd. 3 May 1917)

Capt PN Anstruther, DSO

3 May 1917

Maj CHL Cinnamond, RIR

9 Jun 1917

Capt JD Crosthwaite, MC*, 1/Ldn
18 Mar 1918

(Wd. & PoW 21 Mar 1918)

Maj AE Phillips


2 Apr 1918

Maj LH Hickson


15 Apr 1918

Maj AE Phillips


Jul 1918

Maj LH Hickson


23 Aug 1918

Notable Events & Awards

1 Jul 1916 – Montauban, Somme - the only battalion of the Regiment involved on the infamous “First Day” of the Somme.

Sep 1916 – heavily involved in the assaults on the Schwaben Redoubt.

Oct 1917 – suffers heavy casualties in the fighting at Poelcapelle, 3rd Battle of Ypres.

21 Mar 1918 – Battalion annihilated on the first day of the German Spring Offensive (der Kaiserslacht)

Casualties

c.4000 (36 Officers/1185 ORs killed/died)

nb. 7/RWK was the only battalion of the Regiment involved in the Battle of the Somme from beginning to end – 1 Jul – 18 Nov 1916. During this period it lost 44 Officers and 1263 ORs.

History

No published histories.

8th (Service) Bn.

Summary

12 Sep 1914 - Formed at Maidstone as part of K3; 72nd Brigade in 24th Division.

Moved to Shoreham and then to billets in Worthing in Dec 1914; returned to Shoreham in Apr 1915 and then on to Blackdown in Jul 1915.

30 Aug 1915 - landed at Boulogne.

11 Nov 1918 – La Rolies, E of Bavai, France.

Disbanded 14 Jun 1919

Commanding Officers

Colonel E Vansittart

(Appointed on formation)
(Wd. & PoW 26 Sep 1915)

Maj JC Parker


6 Oct 1915

Maj NI Whitty


30 Aug 1916

Maj JC Parker


20 Jan 1917

Maj NI Whitty, DSO

3 Nov 1917

Lt Col HJ Wenyon, DSO

26 Dec 1917

Notable Events & Awards

26 Sep 1915 – Loos - Battalion annihilated in its first action; of the 24 Officers & 800 ORs who went into action only 1 Officer & 250 ORs answered the roll on their return  (see Casualties below).

 Aug 1916 – Delville Wood
21 Mar 1918 – Battalion suffers heavy casualties on the first day of the German Spring Offensive (der Kaiserslacht)

26 Sep 1918 – NW of Lens - T/Lt Donald John Dean wins the Victoria Cross
Casualties

c.3000 (41 Officers/740 ORs killed/died)

nb. 8/RWKs losses on 26 Sep 1915 were the highest in a single action of any battalion of the Regiment in The Great War - 175 are known to have been killed; 286 ORs were listed as wounded, 62 as wounded & “missing” and 182 “missing – of the missing 95 were later confirmed as prisoners of war.

History

History of the 8th Bn The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, 1914-19, Lt Col Wenyon, DSO* & Maj HS Brown, MC, Hazell, Watson & Viney, 1921

9th (Reserve) Bn.

Summary

24 Oct 1914 - Formed at Chatham on as a Service battalion for K4; 93rd Brigade, 31st Division.

10 Apr 1915 - converted to a 2nd Reserve Bn; moved in Jun 1915 to Canterbury and on to Colchester next month; 1 Sep 1916 – became 22nd Training Reserve Bn, 5th (Reserve) Brigade at Shoreham.

Commanding Officers

Lt Col OJ Daniell


(Appointed on formation)

History

No published history.

10th (Kent County) (Service) Bn.

Summary

3 May 1915 - Raised at Maidstone on by Lord Harris, Vice Lieutenant of Kent, at the request of the Army Council; Jul 1915 to 118th Brigade in 39th Division; Oct 1915 to 123rd Brigade in 41st Division. Moved to Aldershot in Jan 1916.

4 May 1916 - landed in France.

Nov 1917 - moved with the Division to Italy but returned to France on 2 Mar 1918.

11 Nov 1918 – Rooverst, W of Nederbrakel, Belgium.

To Army of Occupation on the Rhine; arrived in UK 20 Aug 1919

Nov 1919 – Disbanded

Commanding Officers

Lt Col A Wood Martyn

(Appointed on formation)
(Wd. 15 Sep 1916)

Maj WF Soames


15 Sep 1916

Lt Col A Wood Martyn

10 Feb 1917

(Inv. 21 Aug 1917)

Capt SH Beattie, MC, Northampton
10 Jun 1917

Maj FA Wallis, MC


1 Mar 1918

Lt Col AC Corfe, DSO**

15 Mar 1918

Maj FA Wallis, MC


23 Mar 1918

Maj Hon ER Thesiger, Surrey Yeo
7 May 1918

Notable Events & Awards

15 Sep 1916 – Flers – Somme.

7 Jun 1917 – Messines – takes the ridge in a bayonet attack, driving the Germans off and taking many prisoners.

23 Mar 1918 – Battalion annihilated on the third day of the German Spring Offensive (der Kaiserslacht)

10 Nov 1918 – last Battalion of the Regiment in action during The Great War.

Casualties

c.1500 (20 Officers/547 ORs killed/died)

History

No published history.

11th (Lewisham) (Service) Bn. (“Corfe’s Irregulars”)

Summary

5 May 1915 - Raised at Lewisham by the Mayor and a local committee.

Trained at Catford; Jul 1915 to 118th Brigade in 39th Division; Oct to 122nd Brigade in 41st Division. 

Moved to Aldershot in Jan 1916; 3 May 1916 - landed in France; Nov 1917 - moved with the Division to Italy but returned to France, arriving at Doullens on 7 Mar 1918.

16 Mar 1918 - Disbanded in France.

Commanding Officers

Lt Col HL Searle


(Appointed on formation)

Lt Col AF Townshend, Scot. Rifles
Feb 1916

(KiA. 15 Sep 1916)

Lt Col AC Corfe


15 Sep 1916

(Wd. 20 Sep 1917)

Lt JC Beadle, MC, REKMR

20 Sep 1917

Maj AJ Jiminez, MC

8 Jan 1918

Lt Col AC Corfe, DSO*

21 Feb 1918

Notable Events & Awards

15 Sep 1916 – Flers, Somme - suffers heavy casualties in its first action; of 610 in action 343 became casualties.

7 Jun 1917 – Messines – objectives gained; losses 7 Officers & 124 ORs; 2 MCs & 11 MMs

20/23 Sep 1917 – Tower Hamlets, Ypres – failure turns to success – the only battalion in the Division to achieve its objectives; only 7 Officers & 95 ORs come out unscathed; Lt Col Corfe (Wd) receives a 2nd bar to the DSO and sets an Army record of 3 DSOs in 7 months. Other awards – 2 DSOs (1 to 2/Lt Drumgold), 4 MCs, 2 DCMs, 2 bars to the MM & 10 MMs.

nb. During its 22 ½ months’ active service Officers & Men of 11/RWK were awarded 1 DSO & 2 bars, 2 DSOs, 1 MC & bar, 24 MCs, 1 DCM & bar, 5 DCMs, 7 MMs & bar, 73 MMs, 1 MSM, 3 Foreign Decorations & 20 Mentions in Despatches – a remarkable achievement.

Casualties

2064 – 23 Officers/484 ORs killed/died, 42 Officers/1208 ORs wounded, 1 Officer/306 ORs “missing”

History

The History of the 11th (Lewisham) Battalion The Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment, Capt RO Russell, MC, Lewisham Newspaper Company Ltd, 1934

12th (Service) Bn.

Summary

Feb 1916 – Formed from the Depot Companies of the 10th and 11th Bns (Local Reserve Bn).

Moved to Northampton, 23 (Reserve) Bde; to Aldershot in May 1916.

1 Sep 1916 - converted into 99th Training Reserve Battalion of 23 (Reserve) Brigade at Aldershot.

Commanding Officers

Col AG Jeffrey


(Appointed on formation)

Casualties

4 Officers/5 ORs of this Bn lost their lives 1914-19.

Notable Events & Awards

3 May 1917 – nr. Pelves, France - George Jarratt (late G/12991, L/Sgt, 12/RWK), then serving as 55295, Cpl, 8/R Fusiliers, wins the Victoria Cross (posthumous).

History

No published history.

13th (Service) Bn.

Summary

This was the shortest-lived battalion of the Regiment in The Great War. Formed at Cromer on 1 Jun 1918 it was absorbed by 11/R Sussex in Jul 1918. It’s existence was that short that it does not even appear in Regimental Records, or Atkinson’s history of the Regiment 1914-19.

1st (Home Service) Garrison Bn.

Summary

1 Apr 1916 – Formed at Rochester, Kent

Aug 1917 – becomes 15 Bn, Royal Defence Corps

Commanding Officers

Lt Col CW Warden

(Appointed on formation)

The Volunteers.

Summary

The Volunteer Regiment of The Queen’s Own was formed in 1917 by the amalgamation of the 9 Bns of the County Volunteers allotted to West & Mid Kent into 4 Bns (see below).

Regimental Commandant
Col CE Warde, MP

1st Volunteer Bn


Col J Rowlandson

2nd Volunteer Bn


Lt Col AC Borton

3rd Volunteer Bn


Maj Sir P Dawson, Kt
4th Volunteer Bn


Maj CH Gray

Appendix I – War Diaries (WO95) held by The National Archives, Kew 

	Battalion
	Theatre
	Dates
	WO95
	Remarks

	1/RWK
	France/Flanders

France/Flanders

France/Flanders

Italy

France/Flanders
	Aug-14 – Apr-16

May-16 – Jun-17

Jul-17 – Nov-17

Dec-17 – Mar-18

Apr-18 – Apr-19
	1553

1554

1555

4216

1555
	13 Bde, 5 (Reg) Div

	2/RWK
	Mesopotamia
	Jan-15 – Dec-15

Jan-16 – Aug-17

Sep-17 – Feb-19
	5145

5195

5208
	12 Indian Bde

34 Indian Bde, 15 (Indian) Div

34 Indian Bde, 17 (Indian) Div

	1/4 RWK
	Afghanistan
	May-19 – Sep-19
	5412
	57 Indian Bde, 4 (Indian) Div

	2/4 RWK
	Gallipoli

Egypt/Palestine
	Jul-15 – Dec-15

Jan-16 – Aug-18
	4323

4631
	150 Bde, 53 (Welsh) Div

Disbanded 13.09.18

	3/4 RWK
	Home

France/Flanders
	Sep-15 – Feb16

Jul-16 – Feb-18
	5463

2013
	202 Bde, 67 Division

51 & 52 Bde, 17 (Northern) Div

Disbanded 20.02.18

	1/5 RWK
	Mesopotamia
	Oct-17 – Oct-19
	5227
	54 Indian Bde, 18 (Indian) Div

	2/5 RWK
	Home
	Jan – Feb-16
	5463
	202 Bde, 67 Division

	6/RWK
	France/Flanders
	Jun-15 – Jul-19
	1861
	37 Bde, 12 (Eastern) Div

	7/RWK
	France/Flanders
	Jul-15 – Dec-17

Jan-18 – Apr-19
	2049

2040
	55 Bde, 18 (Eastern) Div

53 Bde, 18 (Eastern) Div

	8/RWK
	France/Flanders
	Aug-15 – Apr-19
	2213
	72 Bde, 24 (NA) Div

	10/RWK
	France/Flanders

Italy

France/Flanders
	Jun-16 – Oct-17

Nov-17 – Feb-18

Mar-18 – Feb-19
	2638

4243

2638
	123 Bde, 41 (NA) Div

	11/RWK
	France/Flanders

Italy

France/Flanders
	Jun-16 – Oct-17

Nov-17 – Feb-18

Mar-18 
	2634

4243

2634
	122 Bde 41 (NA) Div

Disbanded 16.03.18
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